
Table 2.5
U.S. District Courts.  Civil Diversity Of Citizenship Cases Filed by Nature of Suit

Nature of Suit 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

TOTAL CASES 69,062 62,422 57,435 49,325 49,432 51,445 54,886 51,448
          
CONTRACT ACTIONS, TOTAL 32,236 30,244 22,859 22,228 21,223 20,574 20,348 20,992
  Insurance 6,962 6,709 5,983 6,211 6,228 6,243 6,278 6,528
  Marine 196 213 202 180 151 165 180 157
  Negotiable Instruments 1,910 1,960 1,162 1,216 1,045 845 771 771
  Recovery of Overpayments &
    Enforcement of Judgments, Total 181 168 107 114 76 95 87 106
  Other Contract Actions 22,987 21,194 15,405 14,507 13,723 13,226 13,032 13,430

REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS, TOTAL 4,007 3,385 2,192 2,313 2,222 1,592 1,485 1,531
  Condemnation of Land 16 22 15 19 28 9 17 11
  Foreclosure 2,971 2,372 1,310 1,554 1,431 920 845 798
  Rent, Lease, Ejectment 246 237 148 175 163 113 112 137
  Torts to Land, Including Prod. Liability 301 282 348 257 265 266 243 240
  Other Real Property Actions 473 472 371 308 335 284 268 345

TORT ACTIONS, TOTAL 32,736 28,673 32,251 24,659 25,860 29,187 32,934 28,806
  Personal Injury, Total 30,342 26,448 30,343 22,752 23,905 27,162 30,923 26,756

    Personal Injury/Product Liability, Total 14,697 11,831 17,691 10,276 11,290 14,855 17,348 12,059
     Airplane 153 170 168 102 98 85 104 99
     Marine 45 42 234 31 36 30 13 28
     Motor Vehicle 583 594 555 497 529 594 495 541
     Asbestos 9,824 7,127 12,909 5,149 4,267 1,933 2,038 2,098
     Other (1) 4,092 3,898 3,825 4,497 6,360 12,213 14,698 9,293

  Other Personal Injury, Total 15,645 14,617 12,652 12,476 12,615 12,307 13,575 14,697
     Airplane 518 497 571 444 405 367 354 432
     Marine 511 471 442 430 421 382 321 356
     Motor Vehicle 6,274 6,169 5,018 4,827 4,603 4,380 4,076 4,305
     Assault, Libel & Slander 549 407 441 409 483 485 555 568
     Medical Malpractice 899 856 769 801 848 802 845 800
     Other (2) 6,894 6,217 5,411 5,565 5,855 5,891 7,424 8,236

  Personal Property Damage, Total 2,394 2,225 1,908 1,907 1,955 2,025 2,011 2,050
    Fraud, Including Truth in Lending 1,017 980 915 922 945 983 1,000 1,091
    Other Personal Property Damage 1,377 1,245 993 985 1,010 1,042 1,011 959

OTHER ACTIONS, TOTAL 83 120 133 125 127 92 119 119

Fiscal Year



Table 2.5 (Continued)
U.S. District Courts.  Civil Diversity Of Citizenship Cases Filed by Nature of Suit

Nature of Suit 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

TOTAL CASES 60,685 55,278 51,991 49,793 48,626 48,998 56,824 61,156
          
CONTRACT ACTIONS, TOTAL 21,925 21,652 20,363 20,847 21,581 22,897 23,279 21,592
  Insurance 6,712 6,748 6,271 6,197 6,259 6,685 7,518 7,277
  Marine 174 130 141 127 149 146 114 106
  Negotiable Instruments 719 501 432 393 401 466 447 393
  Recovery of Overpayments &
    Enforcement of Judgments, Total 83 96 68 75 96 88 77 87
  Other Contract Actions 14,237 14,177 13,451 14,055 14,676 15,512 15,123 13,729

REAL PROPERTY ACTIONS, TOTAL 2,026 2,049 2,113 2,282 2,085 2,204 3,079 3,575
  Condemnation of Land 27 14 21 8 20 7 24 9
  Foreclosure 1,280 1,390 1,428 1,688 1,430 1,530 2,399 2,510
  Rent, Lease, Ejectment 143 111 106 83 86 111 103 85
  Torts to Land, Including Prod. Liability 232 249 255 228 258 266 227 680
  Other Real Property Actions 344 285 303 275 291 290 326 291

TORT ACTIONS, TOTAL 36,637 31,483 28,937 25,504 23,594 22,617 29,176 34,782
  Personal Injury, Total 34,261 28,939 26,560 23,105 21,291 20,421 26,909 31,272

    Personal Injury/Product Liability, Total 18,832 16,132 14,541 11,573 10,176 10,069 15,959 20,595
     Airplane 92 108 140 125 133 84 89 75
     Marine 37 25 46 32 33 26 25 18
     Motor Vehicle 496 500 409 402 388 600 515 571
     Asbestos 1,671 1,585 1,966 3,912 3,501 3,485 2,526 1,300
     Other (1) 16,536 13,914 11,980 7,102 6,121 5,874 12,804 18,631

  Other Personal Injury, Total 15,429 12,807 12,019 11,532 11,115 10,352 10,950 10,677
     Airplane 428 462 490 381 367 365 389 293
     Marine 273 288 253 216 208 178 214 169
     Motor Vehicle 4,291 4,180 4,015 3,919 3,821 3,658 3,686 3,641
     Assault, Libel & Slander 555 596 503 537 535 390 449 507
     Medical Malpractice 771 784 730 798 857 763 790 844
     Other (2) 9,111 6,497 6,028 5,681 5,327 4,998 5,422 5,223

  Personal Property Damage, Total 2,376 2,544 2,377 2,399 2,303 2,196 2,267 3,510
    Fraud, Including Truth in Lending 1,342 1,535 1,225 1,231 1,149 1,091 1,229 2,418
    Other Personal Property Damage 1,034 1,009 1,152 1,168 1,154 1,105 1,038 1,092

OTHER ACTIONS, TOTAL 97 94 578 1,160 1,366 1,280 1,290 1,207

Source:  Statistical Table C-2

Fiscal Year

NOTE:  Due to an increase in jurisdictional amount from $10,000 to $50,000 in May 1989, diversity filings decreased significantly in 1990 and 1991.  For 
further discussion, see the 1990 Annual Report of the Director, page 8.  Since the jurisdictional amount was raised again in January 1997 from $50,000 to 
$75,000; filings then decreased through 2000 but have increased in the last two years.  See the 1997 Annual Report and the Statistics Division report 
entitled Federal Judicial Caseload: A Five Year Retrospective.

(2) The significant increase in other personal injury cases between 1994 - 1996 was mostly attributable to a large number of oil refinery cases filed in the 
Middle District of Louisiana.

(1) Other personal injury product liability filings continued to increase in 2003 due to a large number of plaintiffs seeking relief due to the injurious side 
effects of the anti-cholesterol drug Baycol.


